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the international application as originally filed/&niished 
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as originally filed/finm^ed 



received by this Authority on 
recdved by this Audiority on 



ihe claims: 



as originally fUcd/fumished 



as amended (togedier with any statement) under Article 19 



pages* 1-4 



pages' 

(he drawings: 
pages 1 



received by tills Authority on 11.08.2004 
^ recdved by this Authority on 



as originally flled^fumished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 
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any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 
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made, since they have been considered to go b^nd fte disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box ^le 
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□ 
□ 
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the claims, Nos. 
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the sequence listing (specify): 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement ander Artide 35(2) witb regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 



1. SUteroeot 

Novdty(N) 



Claims 
Claims 



YES 
NO 



Inventive st^ (IS) Claims 1-28 YES 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims YES 

Claims ^ NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 
Dociiments cited in the International Search Report: 

Dl: US 4608071 A 
D2: US 6438997 Bl 
D3: US 5755849 A 
D4: US 4121920 A 

In view of the amended claims filed with the letter of 11-08- 
2004 Dl is re-evaluated as representing the state of the art. 
Consequently, all cited documents represent the general state 
of the art. 

The invention defined in claims 1-28 is not disclosed by any 
of these documents. 

The cited prior art does not give any indication that would 
lead a person skilled in the cirt to the claimed device and for 
processing/stretching a preform or the device and method for 
drawing an optical fibre from a preform. Therefore, the 
claimed invention is not obvious to a person skilled in the 
art. 

Accordingly, the invention defined in claims 1-28 is novel and 
is considered to involve an inventive step. The invention is 
industrially applic€J:>le. 
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1 

Claims / 

1. A device for processing/stretching a RFeform (2), the device 
comprising at least two gripping means (4, 6) for seoiring the preform (2) to 
the processing device, at least one heating device^2) for heating the preform 

5 or a section thereof to a desired temperature, tKe gripping means (4, 6} and 
the heating device (1 2) being arranged rnovat^^ characterized in that 
the gripping means (4, 6) and the heating device (12) are arranged optionally 
movable so that they allow the end product produced to be held in position 
during the processing process relative to the l3ody of the processing device, ir- 
10 respects of the direction of the proc/ssing/stretching, by holding the gripping 
means on the side of the end product of the preform in position relative to the 
body of the processing device. / 

2. A device as claim/d in claim 1. characterized in that the 
gripping means (4, 6) and the>neating device (12) are an-anged such that the 

15 speed of movement and dlremon of movement of each of them are separately 
adjustable. / 

3. A device as claimed in claim 1 or 2, characterized In 
that it comprises means/{14, 16) for rotating the prefomi (2) around Its longitu- 
dinal axis during the oiocessing. 

20 4. A dei^ce as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3, charac- 

ter i z e d in thatn further comprises one or more Independently movable cut- 
ting device for cutting the preform and/or a fibre. 

5. A method of processing/stretching a prefomi (2) comprising the 
steps of: / 

25 STCuring the preform (2) to a processing device by means of at least 

two separme Independently movable gripping means (4, 6); 

/heating the prefonn (2) or a section thereof by means of at least one 
independently movable heating device (12) at least locally; and 

/ generating a tension in the prefomi (2) by moving at least one of 
30 the gripping means (4, 6); 

/ characterized in that the method further comprises step 
of: / 

^ processing the prefonn (2) by feeding it to the heating device (12) 
by moving one of the gripping means (4, 6) and the heating means (12) and by 
35 holding the gripping means (4, 6) on the side of the end product of the prefonn 
in position relative to the body of the processing device whereby the end prod- 
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